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COUNTER – Anita Swick

LECTOR
6 – Brenda Gibb
13 – Donna Wille
20 – Diane Singler
27 – Lori Evans

ALTAR GUILD
6 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick
13 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier
20 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick
27 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier

USHERS
6 – Charles & Sandra Moody
13 – Heather & Mike Plunkett
20 – Greg & Sharon Schoen
27 – Ken & Gail Schaal

COMMUNION ASSISTANT
6 – John Gibb
13 – Liz Allen
20 – Mike Plunkett
27 – Sandra Moody
FLOWERS
6 – Carol Calvert, Sharol Hayes
13 – Helen & Jim Brinkman, Leland Storm
20 – Betty Bledsaw, Gail & Ken Schaal
27 – Carol Calvert

VIDEO & AUDIO
6 – Liz Allen and August Plunkett
13 – Merle Imler and Chris Storm
20 – Liz Allen and August Plunkett
27 – Merle Imler and Chris Storm

A MESSAGE from the Pastor
Keeping St. Paul’s Alive
Dear Saints, is St. Paul’s church alive? We are absolutely alive! But
whether this congregation will continue to be alive in the future will
depend on many variables. One of the most important factors in
determining and ensuring the vitality of St. Paul’s is our faithfulness to God.

Celebrating 190 Years of Ministry
A jubilation of Faith + Hope + Love for all people!

In my sermon on October 9, I shared about the biblical basis for our church ’s
purpose and direction. If you missed it, I encourage you to look it up on our YouTube
channel. In this article I want to briefly provide a summary of the things our church
council and I considered during our “St. Paul’s alive” retreat in early October. You
can email me for a copy of the council retreat materials.
First, God has a purpose and plan for our church. Second,
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St. Paul’s is blessed with many gifts among its faithful members.
And third, we have something that people in our community need.
I wrote about the Lutheran message about God’s grace in my October article. But
many people, churched and unchurched, don’t know that God’s forgiving and
saving love is free and leads to a free life. It is also clear that people are just not
flocking through church doors, even if we were to offer a top notch experience .

Remember, Daylight
Saving Time ends the
morning of Sunday, Nov.
6, and that means for us
to once again “fall back” by changing
(manual) clocks on Saturday night.

The way I see it, the social and religious trends of declining membership in
churches in general are no longer possible to ignore. This church like any other only
has two choices, either to renew its mission or to keep dwindling toward closing.
People are still in need of faith, hope, and love. The good news is that any church
can be vibrant regardless of its size or location.
My dear friends, let's be clear that God’s mission is not to bring people into our
pews to keep alive what you and I rightfully hold dear, but rather we are called by
Christ to fulfill his commission so that others will come to discover, experience and
celebrate the gift of salvation with us. But we need to go out to tell people where
they are.
If we want to keep St. Paul’s alive today and for tomorrow, we need
to consider and act together on the apostle Paul’s assessment: “All who
call on the Lord’s name will be saved. So how can they call on someone
they don’t have faith in? And how can they have faith in someone they
haven’t heard of? And how can they hear without a preacher? And how
can they preach unless they are sent?“ (Romans 10:13-15a, CEB)
We are being sent! St. Paul’s vitality has in the past, and will always depend on
each and every one of us sharing the good news and inviting all who are open to
it. Therefore I pray, and ask you to pray with me, to discern God’s direction for our
church, why we do what we do, and how we can faithfully disciple others.
+ God, we thank you for all your blessings in creation, for all people everywhere,
and to your church. We thank you for the gift of the good news of your Son
Jesus who gave his life so that we can be alive each day and in eternity.
Thank you for sending us your Spirit’s help to share the message of your
gracious love in our time and place. Bless us, our congregation, and all our
grateful activities. Amen.
Thank you for the gift of yourself, your faith, and your support for St. Paul’s mission,
Pastor S†efan Munker
(PS: Stay tuned and be ready for everyone’s next steps
(together in the process of renewing our commitment to
(carry out God’s mission for ST. PAUL’S alive.)

Upcoming WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

The next newsletter will cover both full
months of December and January. All
articles will be due in the office by
Thursday, November 17.
Please be sure to submit any
information that should be included in
the December/January newsletter to
the office in time. Thank you.

+ November 6: All Saints Sunday
with remembrance of members
who died during the last year and
thanksgiving for eternal life for all
saved by Christ
+ November 20: Give thanks to the
Lord during a Harvest Service with
a Potluck Turkey Dinner afterwards
for the whole congregation.
+ November 27: First Sunday in Advent
with a Sermon on the Gospel of
Matthew and Video presentation of
Jesus’ sermon on the mount

Children Are Invited to
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children in preschool
through 6th grade
meet for classes with fun Bible lessons,
activities, crafts, and music at 9:00am
each week. We hope to see you
Sunday mornings to share the love of
Jesus. Come, and invite a friend!

Through “Beyond Our Walls” we
contribute each month to support
ministries in our local community and
around the world. As we share our gifts
with those beyond our walls, we are
reminded of the many ways that God
touches our lives each day. Thank you
for your generosity.
Our Beyond Our Walls
donations for November will
support the Hillsboro area
Angel Tree program, which
will once again be collecting
toys for local children. Trees
will be out in mid-November.
Please consider picking an angel off
the tree, or donating through Beyond
Our Walls at St. Paul’s in November.
Thank you for giving generously.

JESUS’ Sermon on the Mount
Watch a Video Presentation

PARISH NURSE Ministry

Sunday Morning ADULT FORUM
The all-renewed Adult Forum presents
faith topics from church and society for
discussion for older youth and adults at
9:00am on Sunday mornings.
+ A fall series about “Faithful
Citizenship” covers issues such as
global economy, ecology, security,
and more with video presentations
for discussion starters.

Monday Evening BIBLE STUDY
No experience whatsoever is required
at Bible Study for anyone who would
like to know about God’s direction for
their life when we read, learn, and
pray together with Pastor Munker on
Monday evenings at 7pm.
+ A series “God with Us” about
mission, worship, teaching, and
justice in the Gospel of Matthew
in preparation for the new church
year will continue through Nov. 21.

FINDING Hope WITH FRIENDS

Lew McDonald takes blood pressures
and provides information before and
after worship usually on the 1st Sunday
of the month.

Cross Over Ministries will be hosting
an Out of the Darkness walk and
breakfast on Saturday, Nov. 5, from
7-9am at St. Paul’s.

This month, from Lew:
I was thinking, what is life all about? I
think I found the answer in my favorite
biblical verse:

After a short walk during sunrise,
Diane Singler will talk about journeying
through grief after the sudden or
traumatic loss of a loved one. Learn
how to get help with your grief from
local, printed, and online resources.

For everything there is a season and a
time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to plant and a time to pluck
up what is planted;
a time to kill and a time to heal;
a time to break down and a time to
build up;
a time to weep and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones and a
time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace and a time to
refrain from embracing;
a time to seek and a time to lose;
a time to keep and a time to throw
away;
a time to tear and a time to sew;
a time to keep silent and a time to
speak;
a time to love and a time to hate;
a time for war and a time for peace.
—Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

A breakfast of egg casseroles,
pastries, and fruit will conclude this
event. Register in advance for a t-shirt
which is $20 by contacting Cross Over
Ministries, 217-608-0266, or Diane
Singler. Hope to see you there!
+ Volunteers are needed to bring
food and help serve the breakfast.
Please contact Diane Singler if you
are willing to help.

At the beginning of the new
church year, Pastor Stefan
Munker will provide an introduction
and overview of the gospel according
to Matthew on Sunday, November 27.
Following 10:15am worship everyone
is invited and encouraged to watch a
video presentation of Jesus’ Sermon
on the Mount told from memory by
seminary professor Dr. David Rhoads.
You don’t want to miss this opportunity
to become familiar with the uniqueness
of the first evangelist’s witness about
our calling to a life of discipleship.

A big thank you to everyone who helps
to deliver Meals on Wheels each month.
Our next scheduled week is December
5-9. Please contact Carolyn Meier for
more information or to volunteer.

Advent ONLINE DEVOTIONS
Soon it will be here. The four-week period of Advent before
Christmas is usually busy and that can make it difficult to prepare
for the reason for the season. That is why Pastor Munker is planning to provide a
short weekly devotional video online. Everyone who is able to watch YouTube will
be able to take time for Christ’s gift of peace on their own schedule.
+ Look for emails with a link for a video with reading, reflection, and prayer
each week during Advent (virtual Bible and candle included).

The Greater Hillsboro Ministerial Fellowship of churches is once
again planning a free dinner on Thanksgiving Day, November
24. Each church provides part of the meal and some of the
volunteers. St. Paul’s provides the green beans with onions and
bacon, which will be prepared by the women’s group this year.

Remember Our SHUT-IN MEMBERS
Members who are not able to join us at church for worship or
other activities always appreciate knowing they are remembered
in our prayers or when they receive signs of care like holiday
flowers or a contact by other members.
Betty Darda
Robin Houser
Delores Plunkett

Judie Donham
Lyn Lingle
Russell Rhoades

Doris Enochs
Bob Mulch, Sr.
Kris Whitley

Joyce Gooding
Pat Osborn

This list does not include everyone in need of special care. Please reach out to
others you know could use a greeting or prayer. Share any needs, additions, or
updates with Pastor Munker.

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
The annual St. Paul’s congregational Thanksgiving Dinner will
be held on Sunday, November 20. Following our worship
service, we will gather in the fellowship hall for our traditional
Thanksgiving “Carry-In” Dinner. Turkey, dressing, and mashed potatoes with gravy
will be provided. Everyone is asked to bring other food to share.
Mark the date on your calendar and plan now to celebrate Thanksgiving with your
church family and friends on November 20th here at St. Paul’s. A sign-up sheet
will be posted on the bulletin board to let us know what you plan to bring.

+ Please sign up on the bulletin board to help set up, serve, and/or clean up that
day. And consider attending for fellowship over a delicious Thanksgiving meal
between 11am and 1:30pm at the Event Center.

Care KITS
Please help yourself to care kits for handing out to homeless
people or others in need. They are in a bin in the back of the
sanctuary. A good place is your car to carry them with you. Thanks to all donors
and assemblers!
+

+
+

If you would like to help keep providing supplies for more kits, we are
especially in need of: gallon ziplock bags, socks (adult), lip balm, bandages,
nail clippers, toothpaste, individually wrapped wet wipes, and canned tuna
or lunchmeat (with opener).
Anyone is welcome to help assemble more bags as supplies come in.
You can also make your own kits. Lists with suggested items are available.
And we still have plenty of string-bags.

Free Lunches from
LADLES OF LOVE

Each week, a rotating
group of volunteers for
our Ladles of Love ministry prepares
and serves carry-out meals and a
personal item.
➢

Anyone is welcome to pick up a
free lunch and gift at the
St. Paul’s church driveway on
Wednesdays from 11am-12noon.

OUR CHOIRS WANT YOU to Make a Joyful Noise

Most Mondays, women meet for
Sewing and Fellowship at 9am in the
bell choir room at church.

Our Vocal Choir is practicing on Sundays after
worship each week (check with Liz about 11/20).
Anyone is welcome. But we need (new) members
for our Bell Choir in order to play together again.
You only need to be able to read music.

Most 1st and 3rd Mondays at 9am,
men join together for Coffee and Faith
meetings at Bremer Sanctuary (or
Black Rabbit for inclement weather).

+ Please contact director Liz Allen for questions
or to share your interest at 217-313-3627.
You will feel uplifted, enjoy friendships, and
help our congregation glorify God.

Our sincere
prayers and
sympathies
for Bruce and
Cassie Gunn
on the passing of Bruce’s
sister, Twila R Gunn Everett,
on October 19.
The Lord is mindful of our
need for comfort and has
promised, “I will not leave
you comfortless, I will come
to you.” (John 14:18)

Give to ST. PAUL’S
to Keep Our Mission Alive
People in our community need to hear about the message
of God’s grace. We are a caring church and want to help
others find faith, hope, and love. Your regular offerings provide the financial support
that helps us invite, welcome and include all in our ministries of worship, learning,
fellowship, service, and evangelism. Thank you!
There are several options for how you can support God’s work to bless the world
through our church's ministries and partnerships:
give an offering when attending services at church, mail checks to PO Box 266,
make a transfer through your bank, or give online using Tithe.ly on our website
at www.stpaulshillsboro.net.

A big thank you to Carol Calvert who
has been watering our church’s new
landscaping all summer long. Because
of you, the new plantings have taken
root and delighted us with blooms even
into the fall.

We cannot say a big
enough THANKS to all
who helped out with
another rummage sale
this year! Whether this
will have been the last
for the time being or not, we deeply
appreciate the hard work of collecting,
sorting, cleaning, selling, and disposing
of donated items to benefit our new
Heating and Air Conditioning system
with almost $1,400.

Help Finish the CAMPAIGN FOR COMFORT
This special fundraising campaign will pay for a new Heating and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) system in St. Paul’s sanctuary and the basement
underneath.
Work for removing old equipment and installing new outside pump
units, inside vents, and thermostats has been completed and we are
enjoying the comfort and ease of mind.
We are grateful for pledges and gifts already made. We already have received
contributions (above regular offerings) for over half of the $87,000 cost. Please
help us finish covering this special expense.

Dear Andy Gibb-Clark,

The people of St. Paul's want to let
you know how much we enjoyed your
singing and piano contribution in
worship, and thank you for joining us
during this year's 190th anniversary
celebrations in this special way.

+ Gifts may be made in any amount, any time, in any convenient way (e.g., cash,
worship offering, online). Please make sure you designate your contribution to
the “HVAC Campaign.” Check with a financial expert about the possibility of
using investment disbursements or estate bequests with potential tax advantages.
Thanks to Melanie Sherer for her part on the planning team for this
year’s Hill-o-ween trunk or treat event for the community. And thanks
to all others who helped in so many different ways—such as
donating candy, filling and labeling candy bags, cooking hot dogs,
and more—to make the Ministerial Fellowship’s community event a
great success by providing a safe and fun atmosphere for families.

People in many parts of the world from
the USA to the far reaches of the globe
will appreciate our women’s group’s
efforts to collect, assemble, and pack
200+ combined school kits and personal
care kits for distribution through Lutheran
World Relief.

Thank you, Greg Schoen, for getting
our elevator serviced so quickly after it
failed. We appreciate all you do as our
custodian.
Dear people of St. Paul’s,
God’s mission for all of
creation is for love to be
shared. Thank you for
sharing God’s love in your
partnership with Central/
Southern Illinois Synod.
Your generous support
helps to spread God’s Word and love
near and far. On behalf of the Mission
Support and Stewardship Education
Committee, we give thanks to God for
your faithfulness!
In Christ,
Pastor Maria Bonine

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
PO Box 266
Hillsboro, Illinois 62049
Phone: (217) 532-2353

11/2

Paul Houser

11/3

Robin Houser

11/5

Lori Evans,
Dagny Thornton

Website: www.stpaulshillsboro.net

11/9

Kristina Lingle

stpaulslutheranchurchonthecourthousesquare

11/10

Christopher Storm,
Lindsey Storm

Pastor Stefan Munker

11/12

Betty Bledsaw

Cell Phone: (217) 851-1250

11/14

Cindy Duncil,
Brian Hess

Email: pastormunker@gmail.com

11/15

Marilyn Booher

11/17

Sean Priewe

11/18

Eleanor Shroyer

11/20

Bob Pollard,
Tim Storm

11/21

Kristy Parr,
Brandon Wille

11/22

Melissa Wood

11/23

Jim Brinkman,
Pam Schaefer

Fellowship – Pam Schaefer

11/24

Amy Taylor

Stewardship – Lori Evans

11/27

Sean Hess

Worship & Music – Liz Allen

11/29

Joshua Duzan,
Crystal Gunn

Youth – Melanie Sherer

E-mail: office@stpaulshillsboro.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

*************
Church Council
President – Mike Plunkett
Vice President – Gail Schaal
Finance – Jean Brauer
Secretary – Anita Swick
Christian Education – Marina Mondragon
Church in Society – Paula Keepper
Evangelism – Carolyn Meier
Property – Greg Schoen

Youth Representative – Gage Putnam

