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 In case you missed it, we started a new church year in 

 church. I know it seems odd to follow a different calendar 

 than the rest of the world. But the church’s worship life 

follows different markers from the life of Jesus. 

We are beginning with the four-week-long season of Advent as a time of preparation 

to celebrate Christ’s birth, make room for him in our lives, and expect his return at 

the end. Until then, we’ll follow a cycle of Sundays and festivals retracing the life, 

death and resurrection of our Savior and Lord. To me, it never seems to get old. I 

always discover something new and it’s always new. Recently I was contemplating 

the ambivalence of feelings about Christmas.  

Does Christmas still bring you joy each year, or are there times you feel guilty 

about not catching the spirit? It’s okay to be honest, especially during Advent.  

Christmas is a joyful celebration. But we don't always feel joy, in our own lives and 

also about the state of the world in general. But you know, it was the same during 

Mary and Joseph's time. During Jesus’ time, God’s people had to contend with life-

threatening illnesses and a worse economic situation than most of us. If Christmas 

music on the radio or in stores makes you wonder why you don't feel joy, then you 

need Advent. Because Advent is designed to be a time of hope, expectation, and 

preparation for change. 

God will bring peace and joy—even in the midst of worries, suffering and confusion—

that’s the promise of Advent. Christ’s Christmas birth was God's sign of hope. Our 

acts of kindness bring joy in the tough times we experience. And our worship 

throughout Advent and the rest of the church year continues to encourage us. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13, NRSVue)  

We need Advent. Use Sunday worship, weekly (online video) devotions, and a free 

ELCA calendar to prepare for hearing the good news of Christmas—that our Savior 

has come into our world of darkness to bring us to God’s light.  

Yours with hopeful anticipation of renewed Christmas joy, 

Pastor S†efan Munker 

  



  

COUNTER  
December – Liz Allen 
January – Jean Brauer 

ALTAR GUILD (December) 
  4 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick 
11 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier 
18 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick 
24 (8pm) – Liz Allen 
25 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT (December) 
  4 – Liz Allen 
11 – John Gibb 
18 – Mike Plunkett 
24 (8pm) – Sandra Moody 
25 – Sandra Moody 

FLOWERS (December) 
  4 – Elizabeth Dowalder 
11 – Ken & Marcia Sandlin 
18 – Sue Duzan 
24 (8pm) – Kendra Finley 
25 – Pam Schaefer 

LECTOR (December) 
  4 – Charles Moody 
11 – Brenda Gibb 
18 – Diane Singler 
24 (8pm) – Donna Wille 
25 – Lori Evans 

USHERS (December) 
  4 – John Gibb and Bill Hamilton 
11 – Heather & Mike Plunkett 
18 – Greg & Sharon Schoen 
24 (8pm) – Greg & Sharon Schoen 
25 – Gail & Ken Schaal 

VIDEO & AUDIO (December) 
  4 – Liz Allen and August Plunkett 
11 – Merle Imler and Chris Storm 
18 – Liz Allen and August Plunkett 
24 (8pm) – Liz Allen 
25 – Merle Imler and Chris Storm 

ALTAR GUILD (January) 
  1 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick 
  8 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier 
15 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick 
22 – Liz Allen and Carolyn Meier 
29 – Sharol Hayes and Anita Swick 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT (January) 
  1 – Liz Allen 
  8 – John Gibb 
15 – Mike Plunkett 
22 – Sandra Moody 
29 – Liz Allen 

LECTOR (January) 
  1 – Liz Allen 
  8 – Brenda Gibb 
15 – Diane Singler 
22 – Lori Evans 
29 – Liz Allen 

USHERS (January) 
  1 – Charles & Sandra Moody 
  8 – Mike & Heather Plunkett 
15 – Greg & Sharon Schoen 
22 – Gail & Ken Schaal 
29 – Charles & Sandra Moody 

VIDEO & AUDIO (January) 
1, 15, 29 – Liz Allen and August Plunkett 
8, 22 – Merle Imler and Chris Storm 

 

  

 

Upcoming WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

+ December 18: Prepare for the reason for the season with 
 this year’s intergenerational Christmas Program with carols, 

readings, and symbols. Then stay for Wassail and cookies afterwards during 
fellowship after worship. 

+ Saturday, December 24: Join for Christmas Eve service with candle lighting 
and communion at 8pm. 

+ December 25: Come for Christmas Day worship with a special family message 
and Communion at 10:15am on Sunday morning. 

+ January 1: Hear a message about sorrow and joy at the beginning of the New 
Year of 2023. 

+ January 8: Epiphany Sunday commissions us to share God’s treasures with 
our world. 

+ January 15: The Baptism of Jesus is an invitation to remember or receive God’s 
promises of forgiveness and eternal life. 

Advent ONLINE DEVOTIONS 

This year, Pastor Munker is providing 
short weekly Advent devotions by 
online video. Take some time on your 
own schedule to find Christ’s peace 
during a usually busy season. 

+ Look for emails and Facebook 
posts with a YouTube link for a 
video with reading, reflection, 
and prayer each week during 
Advent (virtual Bible and candle 
included). You can view on your 
own schedule, and even go back 
to watch again later. 

Free ADVENT 

CALENDARS 

 Pick up a free 
 calendar at church 

from ELCA World Hunger with daily 
entries of Advent praises, reflections, 
or stories to celebrate the anticipation 
of justice and peace in Christ’s birth. 

A big thank you to 
everyone who 
helps to deliver 
Meals on Wheels 
each month.  

Our next scheduled week is December 
5-9. Please check with Carolyn Meier 
for January dates, which have not yet 
been scheduled. 



Through “Beyond Our Walls” we 
contribute each month to support 
ministries in our local community and 
around the world. As we share our gifts 
with those beyond our walls, we are 
reminded of the many ways that God 
touches our lives each day. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

The Ronald McDonald House in 
Springfield is the recipient of our 
donations for December. They provide 
a supportive place for families to stay 
while their child is receiving medical 
care, and support programs that 
directly improve the health and 
well-being of children. Thank you, in 
advance, for contributing to this very 
worthy campaign. 

In January, we will support the Greater 
Hillsboro Ministerial Fellowship. This 
group of local clergy provides many 
opportunities for area churches to 
cooperate with one another for ministry, 
including ecumenical worship services, 
outreach events, and coordinating 
assistance for those in need right here 
in our community.  

We appreciate the many ways that you 
enable us to serve others through our 
Beyond Our Walls gifts. Thank you for 
giving generously. 

 

PARISH NURSE Ministry  

Lew McDonald takes blood pressures 
and provides information before and 
after worship usually on the 1st Sunday 
of the month.  

This month, from Lew: 

Six Reasons to Trust God 

Isaiah 43:1 
God knows you by name. 

Exodus 14:4 

He will fight for you. 

Psalm  139:17 

He thinks about you. 

Jeremiah 29:11 
He has plans for you. 

Psalm 62:6-8 

He is your refuge. 

Matthew 28:20 
He is always with you. 

Daily Devotions by 

Pastor Cynthia Munker  

 Pastor Cynthia Munker 
 writes daily devotions 
 based on the daily church
 lectionary readings.  

You can subscribe to receive these 
daily devotions by email by contacting 
her at revcmm@gmail.com.  

  

 

 

 

All articles for the February newsletter will be due to the office by 
Friday, January 20. Please be sure to submit any information that 
should be included to the office on time. Thank you. 

Give ELCA Good Gifts 

Once again we are offering the opportunity to support projects 
of ELCA World Hunger through unique gift donations. During 
Advent, ornaments representing development projects of our 

churchwide ministry will be displayed on a tree at our church. You may also browse 
all available gifts in Good Gifts catalogues. 

Simply take an ornament, make a donation to ELCA World Hunger, and give the 
ornament to someone in lieu of a gift from the store. You are doing good to 
transform lives impacted by poverty and hunger, and showing others that you care 
about them and about the well-being of people in need. It’s a win-win approach to 
gift giving. 

+ Want to get someone a great gift, but have no ideas or know they already 
have everything? Look no further than ornaments from ELCA World Hunger 
on our tree at St. Paul’s or online at www.elca.org/goodgifts. 

The church office is now taking orders 
for poinsettias to adorn the sanctuary 
of St. Paul’s for Christmas. The plants 
will be $18 each and will be wrapped 
with a bow attached. An order form 
can be found on the west entryway 
counter at church. Poinsettia orders 
and payments are due by Thursday, 
December 8. Please remember to 
mark your payment clearly in the 
memo line of your check. Thank you. 

  

CHRISTMAS TREE Decorating 

Do you love decorating your home for 
the holidays? Help us decorate our 
church tree with Chrismon symbols 
after 10:15am worship on Sunday, 
December 4. We thank the women’s 
circle and Friday night table tennis 
group for donating toward a new tree 
this year, and the men for setting up 
the big tree in the sanctuary. 



  

 

Sunday Morning 
ADULT FORUM 

 The all-renewed Adult 
 Forum for youth and 
 adults presents faith topics 
 from church and society 

for discussion at 9:00am on Sunday 
mornings. Everyone is welcome any 
time. We respect diverse viewpoints and 
strive for God’s guidance. 

+ The current series “Faithful 
Citizenship” about global issues 
and civic virtue will conclude by 
the end of the year. 

+ In January we will take on 
current issues with discussions 
about ELCA statements and 
ministries, or articles in the 
Living Lutheran magazine. 

Children Are Invited to SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children in preschool through 6th grade meet for classes with fun 
Bible lessons, activities, crafts, and music at 9:00am each week. 
There will be no classes for children on December 25 or January 1. 
Regular classes will resume at 9am on January 8. Join us on 
Sunday mornings to share the love of Jesus, and invite a friend! 

 

NATIVITIES EXHIBIT at Mount Zion 

 Over 150 portrayals of Christ’s birth collected by Pastors Stefan and 
 Cynthia Munker will be on display at Mount Zion Lutheran Church, 
 824 N. Monroe St. in Litchfield on Sunday, December 18. The nativity 
 creches range from the largest 3x4ft village to a miniature set in a 
 small plant seed, and come from all different kinds of cultures to whom 

God came in Jesus. Look for specific times to be announced, and come and adore 
him who brings peace and joy of salvation. 

Monday Evening BIBLE STUDY 

No experience whatsoever is required 
at Bible Study for anyone who would 
like to know about God’s direction for 
their life when we read, learn, and 
pray together with Pastor Munker on 
Monday evenings at 7pm. 

+   Starting January 9, the group 
will begin exploration of biblical 
books and topics using lessons 
with videos from the BibleProject. 
Come, rediscover and deepen 
your understanding of God’s will, 
and share both your questions or 
insights. 

 

 We are inviting every member to prayerfully consider 

 God’s call and their gifts and offer themselves for 

 being nominated to serve Christ and his church on 

St. Paul’s Church Council. We are seeking members to fill vacated Finance and 

Youth positions, as well as Vice-President and Christian Education positions for 

which terms are soon expiring. Please contact council president Mike Plunkett or 

Pastor Munker if you are interested in serving in one of these roles. 

  

CONVERSATION WITH Malagasy Women Church Leaders 

The ELCA will host a conversation with Malagasy women church 
leaders as part of "16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence." Our Central/Southern Illinois Synod has two companion 
synods in Madagascar. 

TIME CORRECTION: Held on Thursday, Dec. 1 at 10:00am, the Zoom discussion 
will highlight the important role of women leaders in the Malagasy Church and their 
joys, aspirations, and challenges. 

To attend, use this Zoom link which will also be emailed the week prior to the event: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87152736164?pwd=Wk1acjlDc2Y0NUt5ZjN4bUg0VTlIZz09#success 

YOUTH News 

 The ELCA Gathering is a faith formation experience like no 
 other for Lutheran high school youth. It provides young 
 people with experiences that will challenge and strengthen 

their faith and give them a view of the larger church. After cancellation of the 2022 
event, there will also be a new component for young adults. 

The theme for the 2024 Gathering is "Created to Be." Our primary Scripture will be 
Psalm 139, with a specific emphasis on verse 14: "I praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well." 

The national youth gathering will take place July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans. Pastor 
Munker will be excited to prepare and take teens who will have finished 8

th
 to 12th 

grade and/or young adults ages 18 to 35 from our congregation together with other 
chaperoning adult leaders. 

+ Please let Pastor Munker know if you are interested in attending, and ask 
about previous experience of activities during the tri-annual gathering. 

 



Synod Assembly NOMINATIONS 

 Voting members for the 2023 Synod Assembly will be elected at 
 St. Paul’s annual budget meeting in January. Our congregation is 
 allotted one male, one female, and one youth to attend. Each voting 
 member will need an internet-connected device (phone, tablet, or 

laptop) for ALL sessions. 

The first assembly session will be held the morning of Saturday, March 25, via Zoom. 
The remaining sessions will be June 1-3 in-person at the Embassy Suites in East 
Peoria. At the 2023 assembly we will be electing a new bishop and look forward to 
build upon the ongoing work of new initiatives. 

+ Please submit nominations or share your interest with council president 
Mike Plunkett or Pastor Munker. 

  

2023 BUDGET MEETING 

Mark your calendars. We need your vote. St. Paul’s annual budget 
meeting has been set for January 15, 2023. Following our 10:15am 
Sunday worship, those voting members present will be asked to 
approve and support our financial plans for St. Paul’s ministry in the 
coming year. Copies of the council-proposed budget will be provided 
in advance so you can ask questions ahead of the meeting. 

 

 

Share Your Treasure with ST. PAUL’S 
 to Bring Christ’s Light to Our World 

 For a long time now, especially since the beginning 
 of the Covid-19 pandemic, our world globally and 

locally has seemingly grown darker with hardships, divisions, and uncertainties. There 
are still many good things happening by good people. But with your ongoing and 
increased gifts to the treasury, our church can shine the light of hope only Jesus can 
give. Thank you! 

There are several options for how you can support God’s work to bless the world 
through St. Paul’s ministries and partnerships:  

give an offering when attending services at church, mail checks to P.O. Box 266, 
make a transfer through your bank, or give online using Tithe.ly on our website: 
www.stpaulshillsboro.net. 

  

 

YOUNG ADULTS Service Opportunity 

Apply now for a Young Adults in Global Mission service year. For 
the first time since early 2020, YAGM volunteers will again walk 
alongside our international neighbors. 

 Volunteers become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, 
 providing critical support to ministries and projects in communities 

of need. It also invites you into a journey of self-reflection, providing space to consider 
their sense of identity, God’s work in the world, and their place within it all. 

Areas of service include, but are not limited to, health and development, 
congregational ministry, human rights, education, homelessness, addiction recovery, 
women’s issues, and children and youth. Current YAGM country programs include 
Argentina/Uruguay, Jerusalem/West Bank, Senegal, and United Kingdom. 

+ If you’re a young adult aged 21 to 29, apply before the Feb. 1, 2023 deadline. 
Go to www.elca.org/yagm for more information and online application.  

ST PAUL’S Alive 

 Is Becoming ST. PAUL’S Wide Open 

 Our church is alive by being open for all. Earlier in the 
 fall, Pastor Munker and our church council discerned 
 where we as a congregation are, what challenges we 

experience, and what gifts our congregation has for renewing ministries for sharing 
the good news of God’s grace in our community. 

The apostle Paul wrote about his own example: “We have spoken frankly 
to you ... our heart is wide open to you.” And he expressed hope to reach 
others: “Pray ... that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may 
declare the mystery of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 6:11, Colossians 4:3, NRSVue) 

Now it will be your turn to help us discern practical activities we can realistically, 
creatively, and courageously commit to trying out in the coming year. Rather than 
forming a committee or making a 10-year long-range plan we will rely on the Holy 
Spirit and all of our members to help open our church to others. 

+ St. Paul’s church council is working with Pastor Munker on next steps and is 
considering the possibility of a Congregational Workshop to introduce the 
initiative to open St. Paul’s by inviting and welcoming all. Watch for special 
announcements, and pray about your contribution to outreach and inclusion. 



  

 

 

 

St. Paul’s has a collection box for the 
Presents for Pets donation drive for 
local animal shelters. Needed items 
include non-clump litter, Dawn, Fabuloso, 
sheets, comforters, Clorox wipes, paper 
towels, liquid detergent, bleach, Purina 
& Hills cat and dog food, newspapers, 
treats, and toys. See the poster on the 
church bulletin board for information 
about giving monetarily. The Presents 
for Pets donation drive ends Saturday, 
December 19.  

Come to MEN’S COFFEE 

 Guys are invited to meet 
 for coffee, conversation, 
 and devotions most 1st 
 and 3rd Mondays at 9am. 

We usually meet at Black Rabbit. Ask 
Pastor Munker or one of the regulars.  

We are testing a Video Doorbell 
at the west side entrance for safety 
and convenience. When the 
church is locked, you can ring and 

get an intercom answer if Marina or 
Pastor Munker are in the office. Don’t 
forget to :-) smile!  

Remember Our 
SHUT-IN MEMBERS 

 Members who are not 
 able to join us at church 

for worship or other activities always 
appreciate knowing they are 
remembered in our prayers or when 
they receive signs of care like holiday 
flowers or a contact by other members. 

Betty Darda  Bob Mulch, Sr. 
Judie Donham Pat Osborn 
Doris Enochs Delores Plunkett 
Joyce Gooding Russell Rhoades 
Robin Houser Kris Whitley 
Lyn Lingle  

This list does not include everyone in 
need of special care. Please reach out 
to others and share any needs, additions, 
or updates with Pastor Munker. 

 Annual contribution 
 statements will be 
 available at church in 

January. Those not picked up within the 
first part of the month will be sent in the 
mail. Please contact Brenda Gibb for 
any questions.  

Offering envelopes will soon 
mailed out for the first quarter 
of 2023. If you do not receive 
envelopes by the end of 

January and would like some, please 
contact Marina in the office. 

The initial offering envelope suggests a 
$9.00 donation to help defray the cost 
of purchasing the box of envelopes. The 
true cost of the box is higher. 

Thank you for your support of our mission 
to share the good news of Jesus! 

  

Just Keep Plugging Away at the  

CAMPAIGN for Comfort 

We are now enjoying the comfort and warmth of the new Heating 
and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system in St. Paul’s sanctuary and the 
basement underneath. 

In early November, we celebrated reaching the halfway mark of our 
goal to pay for the project. We are grateful for pledges and gifts 
already made (including memorial and estate gifts). 

Please continue to make regular or special contributions (above regular offerings 
for budget expenses) until we reach the goal of $87,000. We can hopefully be done 
in less than three years. 

+ Gifts may be made in any amount, any time, in any convenient way (e.g., 
cash, worship offering, online).  

+ Please make sure you designate your contribution to the “HVAC Campaign.”  

+ Check with a financial expert about the possibility of using investment 
disbursements or estate bequests with potential tax advantages. 

 

Free Lunches from LADLES OF LOVE  

Each week, a rotating group of volunteers for our Ladles of Love 
ministry prepares and serves carry-out meals and a personal item. 

➢ Anyone is welcome to pick up a free lunch and gift at the St. Paul’s church 
driveway on Wednesdays from 11am-12noon. 

➢ This ministry can always use extra help. Please speak with Diane Singler to 
volunteer. Thank you! 

 Please join us once again as we return to regular 
 Coffee and Conversation fellowship most second 
 Sundays of each month. As in the past, Coffee 
 and Conversation will fall on a different Sunday for 

some months due to special holidays or events.  

All are invited to join us for Coffee and Conversation following worship on Sunday, 
January 8. Join us! 

 



  

 

 

Our prayers and sympathies for Sarah 

Marley and family on the passing of 

her aunt, Monica McDonald, on Friday, 

November 11. 

We share our prayers and condolences 

for Chris Sherer and family at the 

passing of his father, Steven Sherer, 

on Tuesday, November 15. 

The Lord is mindful of our need for 

comfort and has promised, “I will not 

leave you comfortless, I will come to 

you.” (John 14:18) 

 

A huge thanks to all who contributed to 
the organ concert get together, ice 
cream social, and Thanksgiving dinner. 
God be praised for talented and 
generous cooks and bakers at St. Paul’s.  

God bless the many ways so many 
St. Paul’s members and our staff have 
made this 190th anniversary year 
special through displays, events, and 
gifts. It’s been a great opportunity to 
remember our past as the longest 
worshiping Lutheran church in Illinois, 
and look forward to abiding in faith, hope 
and love in the future.  

We express our appreciation to Melanie 
Sherer who stepped down from her 
youth council position and to Jean Brauer 
who will vacate the finance position on 
council with her move to Ohio. We will 
miss Jean and her husband Geoff and 
wish them Godspeed. But we are glad 
that Melanie and her family are going 
to continue to bless us in many other 
ways here. 

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and 
Funeral Dinner Committee, 

The family of Twila Gunn Everett 
acknowledges your kind expression of 
sympathy at a time when it was deeply 
appreciated. 

Thank you so much for the wonderful 
lunch you provided on Oct. 29 after my 
mom’s funeral. We appreciate 
everyone’s time and talent that went 
into the preparation, serving, and 
cleanup involved. 

May God bless you all for what you do 
for others. Take care. 

Julie Krivich and family 

  

12/3 Danny Patton, Beth Wille 

12/8 Angela Priewe 

12/10 Jaxon Gibb, Olivia Gibb 

12/11 Shelley Kolb 

12/14 Jenny Dunn 

12/16 Earl Meier 

12/19 Saylor Stewart 

12/22 Ariana Patton 

12/25 Bill Jurgena 

12/29 Julia Gunn 

12/30 Zachary Rahe, Jeff Sandlin 

1/1 Carol Calvert 

1/2 Susan Pollard, Robert Wessell 

1/3 Kent Stewart 

1/4 Bruce Gunn, Kate Wheeler, Olivia Whitley 

1/6 Sharol Hayes, Angela Kaculi, Russell Whitlow 

1/7 Jacob Fenton 

1/9 Ryder Hoover, David Justison, Sarah McHenry 

1/17 Donna Wille 

1/19 Jack Evans, Debbie Patton 

1/24 Chloe Brinkman, Jacob Mutchler 

1/25 Reagan Lentz, Eleanor Rahe 

1/26 Shawn Hogue, Jim Lanter 

1/28 Makenna Zanni 

1/30 Stephanie Ellis, Amanda Ott, Diane Singler 




